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On Jan. 26, nearly two months after the Dec. 6, 1992 municipal and gubernatorial elections, the
Supreme Electoral Council (CSE) called a second round of voting in two states due to unresolved
electoral disputes. Meanwhile, campaigning has begun for presidential elections, scheduled for
next December. Former president and COPEI party founder Rafael Caldera has already announced
his candidacy, foreshadowing a possible split in the christian democratic party. Shortly after
the December elections for governors and mayors, electoral disputes broke out in the states of
Barinas and Sucre. In Barinas, the governing Democratic Action (Accion Democratica, AD) party
had accused the CSE of favoring the opposition COPEI party by granting COPEI overwhelming
representation on the state electoral councils, which in turn allowed that party to commit fraud
when counting the ballots. As a result, AD contested the validity of Gerhard Cartay's victory
for Barinas state governor the COPEI candidate in the race who defeated AD incumbent Rafael
Rosales. To resolve the conflict, the state legislature named a third person as governor. But AD
party militants refused to accept the third party solution, and on Jan. 23, the conflict came to a head
when AD militants occupied the governor's palace in protest, located in the city of Barinas, the
state's capital. The National Guard had to use tear gas against the protestors to forcefully remove
them from the building. Similar conflicts arose in the state of Sucre, where the electoral council
awarded victory to Ramon Martinez, the governor candidate for the Movement Toward Socialism
(Movimiento al Socialismo, MAS). AD incumbent Eduardo Morales Gil refused to recognize the
decision and relinquish power to the opposition. To resolve these disputes, on Jan. 26, the CSE
called for a second round of balloting in Sucre and Barinas to take place March 14. Following the
CSE's announcement, President Carlos Andres Perez placed both regions under federal control
to overcome the paralysis in government activity since the Dec. 6 elections. Nevertheless, on Jan.
27, AD deputy Paulina Gamus rejected the CSE's call for new elections, arguing that the Supreme
Court had not yet issued a ruling on the original elections. The dispute over election results has
spilled over into the congress as well. On Jan. 26, in a special session, representatives of COPEI and
MAS refused to approve pending legislation until the AD recognizes their parties' gubernatorial
victories in Barinas and Sucre. Since the AD does not control a majority of seats in congress, the
protest leaves the government unable to pass its bills in the legislature. Among other things, an
urgent tax reform proposal is pending discussion, and is considered the number one priority on the
special session agenda (see Chronicle of Latin American Affairs, 01/28/93). Adding to this climate of
crisis, a series of student protests over bus fare hikes broke out in Valencia, Carabobo state. On Jan.
26, a protesting student was killed by shots fired from an unidentified passing vehicle, encouraging
violent clashes with police the following day, when enraged high school students burned two
trucks and attacked security forces. Solidarity protests were also reported in Caracas, Merida, and
Maracay. The protests continued into early February, when students marched through the streets
of major cities to commemorate the anniversary of the Feb. 4, 1992 coup d'etat attempt. Finally
adding a new twist to this spiraling political crisis, on Jan. 24, Rafael Caldera from the COPEI party
announced his decision to run as candidate in the presidential elections without seeking his party's
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nomination. According to Caldera, who says he will not participate in the COPEI party primary
in April, rather than represent a party, he will represent "a feeling of national convergence." The
COPEI party's presidential nomination is sought by COPEI president, Eduardo Fernandez Caldera's
former disciple turned rival. Fernandez will run in the party primaries against Zulia state governor
Oswaldo Alvarez Paz, and former foreign minister Humberto Calderon Berti. Caldera's decision
to run as an independent candidate places COPEI in a difficult position, since the party must now
decide whether to expel him. Caldera who was president of Venezuela from 1964-1969 founded
COPEI in 1946, and he is recognized as one of the party's principal leaders. A number of highlevel COPEI leaders including the governors of the states of Miranda and Carabobo have publicly
expressed their support for him. COPEI has been 10 years in the opposition, and the potential
party split now endangers COPEI's chances of defeating the AD at the polls. Caldera has a strong
lead in public opinion polls, recently capturing 30.5% of voter support, compared to 13.9% for
second place candidate Andres Velasquez, who is running on the Causa Radical (Causa R) ticket.
The MAS and other smaller parties have also indicated their support for Caldera's seventh run
for the presidency (1947, 1952, 1958, 1963, 1968 and 1983.) During his single term in office, Caldera
developed a pacification policy toward the leftist rebels and began the nationalization of the
oil and gas industries, which was completed during the first term of current President Andres
Perez (1974-1979). (Sources: Reuter, 01/27/93; Inter Press Service, 01/29/93; Agence France-Presse
01/22-25/93, 01/27/93, 02/03/93, 02/04/93; Spanish news service EFE, 01/23/93, 01/24/93, 01/26/93,
01/27/93, 02/04/93)
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